
Studies in African Linguistics
Volume 35, Number 1, 2006: Abstracts

Boniface Kawasha: The Structure Of Complement Clauses In Lunda

This paper provides a functional and descriptive study of complement clauses in Lunda, a
language spoken in Zambia. While the structure of infinitival complement clauses is analogous
to that found in many languages, other types of complement clauses present unique morphosyn-
tactic features. Some dependent constructions are introduced by complementizers which agree in
person and number with the subject of the main clause. These complementizers derive from per-
sonal possessive pronouns rather than from the verb of saying, as is the case in some Bantu lan-
guages, and they have other functions besides introducing embedded clauses. Other clauses dis-
allow complementizers and the verb shows no temporal reference, coding either the perfect or
progressive aspect. The interpretation of time in such clauses is dependent on that of the main
clause.

David Odden: Topics In Taita Tone II.

This paper describes aspects of tone in the Mbololo dialect of Taita, compariing it to the
Dembwa dialect described in Odden (2001). A salient feature of tone in the language is a covert
lexical distinction between words with final H versus those with no final tone. Phrasal tone alter-
nations provide ample evidence allowing the recovery of this underlying distinction. The lan-
guage also has a process of rightward H tone shift, also found in languages such as Jita and
Dembwa Taita. In contrast to Dembwa Taita, where language-internal evidence clearly indicates
that surface shift is the result of general spreading and restricted delinking, the patterns of spread
and delinking in Mbololo Taita are perfectly matched, so that there is no synchronic evidence for
a two-step account of tone shift.

Mary Paster: Aspects Of Maay Phonology And Morphology

This paper presents a descriptive overview of the phonology and morphology of the
Lower Jubba dialect of Maay, a language of southern Somalia. The paper highlights several
points of typological, dialectological, and theoretical interest in this language. For example, the
nominal morphology exhibits a somewhat unusual pattern of plural marking that interacts in a
complex way with the gender marking system. Where relevant, comparisons are made between
this dialect and other dialects of Maay and Somali, and speculation is made as to the historical
origin of some of the unusual phonological and morphological phenomena observed in this dia-
lect.
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