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The present work aims at demonstrating the importance of two intra-linguistic factors, i.e. homonymy and
lability of word structures, for the loss of many Ancient Greek words. While considerable research has been
done on Romance languages, English, and others, the available material shows that apparently no systematic
attempt has been made to exploit this field for the history of Greek. The language considered here as "Modern
Greek" is rather a historical, purposely simplified phenomenon, i.e. the vernacular (Dimotiki) before it was
strongly influenced by the learned vocabulary, especially after the national independence war in the 19th
century. The more homogenous older form of the popular language is chosen as a basis because it resulted from
"natural" language development of oral speech. The research starts from the tenet that it shows more clearly the
underlying phonological and syntactical structures and the lexical changes in the basic stock of the lexicon.
However it cannot be denied that the actual stage of the development of Modern Greek is something quite
different, for it is the outcome of a merger of the vernacular and purist traditions, thus leading to a new mixed
standard language borrowing, apart from loanwords and calques from west European languages, most cultural,
technical and scientific terms required to express abstract notions and modern spheres f life from ancient
vocabulary or ancient roots which are often used by ther European languages, too. So texts, say, from a
newspaper, often contain well above 50% words of this kind.

Even though reality has outdated the romantic dichotomia between "natural" and "artificial" language, it
remains important to investigate the dynamics which helped to shape the traditional vernacular. Typical
homonymic clashes and the ways in which confusion was avoided are discussed as well as cases still existing.
The study includes a historical review of the treatment - and awareness - of the various kinds of ambiguity as
commented upon by ancient theoreticians or exploited in poetic, dramatic and other writings.

An attempt is made to define which word structures have become more and more liable, since antiquity,
to be ousted from living speech. The trend was not only against (esp. inflectible) monosyllables as has been
known, but also disyllables starting by a vowel which, threatened by sandhi and, partly, aphaeresis, were felt
"too short". Basic and frequent words had the best chances of escaping that tendency. - Therapies are shown
which helped to stabilize the words at stake, e.g. prothesis. Morphological and syntactical homonymy with
possible changes it may have entailed is examined as well.

There is a look at other factors in word loss such as sound clusters and inflexions that became
inconvenient in postclassical times, synonymy, polysemy, linguistic economy as well as cultural change etc. A
project is introduced which (unless things are obvious) subjects dead words to the regular phonological and
inflectional changes (including principal variants) that have taken place since the Ancient Greek period to see if
they incurred any confusing, bothering or ridiculous homonymy or other intra-linguistic handicap in the
traditional vernacular language. Concerning all causes of loss the matter implies that the maximum to be
achieved often seems to be a probability: so evidence from texts and dialect geography has to be looked for to
confirm it. Main kinds of replacement are described.

Output of this research: a card index (exceeding 20.000) of obsolete words with data on different causes
of their disappearance and on their successors. It may serve as a basis for a "Dictionary of Words That Died Out
in The History of Greek". Typical losses and the rise of the words replacing them are elaborated, many of them
in special annexes. In addition, attention is paid to the conditions under which the words threatened by extinction
were able to survive in the standard language and, more frequently, in local idioms. Its counterpart, an index of
neologisms (new words, formations, meanings) comprises as yet nearly 20.000 cards. The author has already
started similar collections on obsolete and archaic words of Latin, the Romance languages as well as of German
and English. Minor files cover the existing homonyms of present Modern Greek.

Conclusion: "mechanical accidents" will have to be blamed for even more lexical and semantic changes
from Ancient to Modern Greek than usually supposed. - Throughout this whole study it has been the concern of
its author to look at phenomena and to examine them in making a truly interdisciplinary approach. Therefore the
study comprises an ample survey of equivalent contributions some of which are presented in more detail; most of
these come from the Romance and Germanic philologies; where theories or assumptions are introduced - and the
author of the present study clearly reveals some preferences - it is nevertheless understood that linguistic
tendencies do not apply with perfect logic and that in many cases they are checked by other, often strong
tendencies. Counter arguments and positions as well as points that remain open are taken into account.

The present work aims, perhaps more than earlier attempts, not so much at describing the principal
linguistic, primarily lexical changes in postclassical Greek, but rather at drawing conclusions from them and
trying to offer explanations to them.

The author has to apologize for the bulk of the second part. Those who find it too voluminous may rest
assured. If they do not have the time for its detailed investigations in word history they can confine themselves to
reading the first part. The second part was augmented because I wanted to demonstrate on the basis of richly
documented examples that the method does work and how it is applied. Moreover, the aim is to deepen the
history of those words an outline of which has been given in part one. In this way an important portion of the



Ancient Greek basic vocabulary is covered. In order to facilitate the reader’s access to those details and words
about which they would like further information the work has been enriched with extensive indexes.

TA TTAGH TON APXAIQN AEEEQN: Opmvopio, acOeveic AéEeig ko GAAOL TapdyovTeG Katd T petdfoon
oo TNV apyoic oTn VEN EAANVIKY

H mapovoa epyacio £xel okond va deiet tn onpocio 500 evEoyA®OSIK®Y TapayoVI®mV, SNANST TG
oponyiag Kot g acbevovg hoyyiKnig vTdoTaeN S TOV BE®POVVTOL OTL KOTEGTNGAV OLTieg LVITELOVVES Yo TNV
OOAELL TOG®V apyoiV EAANVIKOV AéEemv. [a Tig AaTvoyevelg YAMOGES, TO ayYMKA Kot GALES YADOGEG
vrapyovv alloroyeg épevves. H avaokdnnomn TV GYETIKOV LEAETOV TOL £ytvov HEYPL oNEPa EMPBERatmvoLY OTL
TPOPAVAG €V EYIVE KAULL GLGTNHOTIKY Tpoomdfeia yio va a&lomombel avtdg o Topéag otny 1etopio TG
EMMVIKNG Kot 181mG TG veoeAANVIKN G dnpoTtikng. H YAdooa mov e&etalovpe 6 avtd to Pipiio eivon pdAaiov
1GTOPIKO TAEOV QUIVOLEVO TOV OTAOVGTEVGULE EMITNOEG KO LLOG OTAGYOAEL KUPIMG GTN LOPPN TOV TPV
TAOVTIOTEL 6€ PEYAAN €kTaon amd To Adyo Ae&iddyro. Ileplopilopacte Kupimwg otV €m0y £0C TOV OyDVO TOL
1821. Avti 1 IO OHOOYEVIG ELPAVIOT TNG ONUOTIKNG YADGGOS EMAEYETAL MG PAon EMELON TPOEKLYE AO
QLoIKT €EEMEN TG TPOPOPIKNG YADGGac. H épeuvad pov Baciletor otnv dmoyn 6Tl avti] 1 YA®GGo TpoPdAdet
GOPECTEPA TIG VITOKEIUEVES POVOAOYIKEG KOl GUVTOKTIKEG OOMES, Pall HE TIG AeKTIKEG OALOYEC GTOV KOPUO TOV
Bacukov Ae&ihoyiov. MoAiatovta dev pmopoHue v’ apvnovpe 0Tt 1) 6OYXPOVI LOPPT TNG VEOEAAVIKNG SlopEPEL
o€ peydro Pabpod emeldn ivor amoTELEGUO GLYYDVEVONG TOV TOPASOGEDV TNG LOVTAVAG TPOPOPIKNG YADGGUG
Kot TG AoY1ag kabapevovsos. "Etat dnpovpyndnke pia kovodpyla Pyt YAdooao mtov doveiletot erehbepa
AEEELG KOl PHETOQPACTIKA SEVELD OO SVTIKOELPOTAIKEG YAMGGES OKOLLOL KOt Y10, TOPEIS TNG cuyypovns Long
AéEelg amd 1o apyaio eEAAVIKO Aehdylo N omd Tig pileg Tov TeElevTaion. Ag onuelwdel 6Tt 1o 1510 “LAIKO” etvarn
GE€ YPNOT KOl GTIC AAAEG EVPOTAIKEG YADGGEC. " ETo1, mapadeiylotog yapv, SNUoGIoypapiKd KEILEVO LITOPOVV VO
meptrapfavouv péxpt mve and 50% AéEetg avtng g KaTnyoplag.

MOoAoVATL 1 VEOTEPT) TPAYHATIKOTNTO EEMEPOGE TN POUAVTIKT SLXOTOUIO AVALESH GTN PVGIKY, ofiacTn
Kot TNV TEXVNTA aval®oyovaprEVN Lopen TG EAANVIKNG eEakoAovlel va £xel onpoacio va diepeuvd kaveig ™
SUVOLIKTY TOV GUVETELEGE GTT S1ATAOOT TNG TAPOIOCIAKNG SNUOTIKNG. ZviNTOHVTOL YOPAKTIPIOTIKEG
GUYKPOVGELS OLOY®V KOl O TPOTOL, [LE TOVG OTOI0VS OTOPEVYOTAV GVYYLON, CALAL QKON KOl O1 OLOVVUIES TOV
enélnoav. H pedétn mepthapfavet pio 16Topikn avadpopn yio 70 Tmg ovTIHETORI{ovTaL, TS YivovTol ovTIANTTOl
o1 moAdamdol Tomot g appiBoiiag (Ambiguitit), Twg oyolalovtal and Tovg apyaiovg BE®@PNTIKOVG Kol GUGTKE
s epapudlovrol g HEGO VPOVS 6€ TavTOg £160VG Kelpeva.

Emyepeitan optopodc moteg aovnTikés/cuALaPIKE/AeKTIKES SOUEG EYIVOV OO TNV KAUGGIKN EXOYN Kot
€€Ng oAoéva kot o evaicinteg date va exkieiyouv omd 10 Lovtavo Adyo. H yevikn tdon otpdonke, OTmg gival
YVOGTO, O)L LOVO EVOVTIOV 131G AKAMTOV LOVOSVAAIP®V, aAAd emtiong Kot evavtiov S1GVAAGPoV Tov dpyllav
oo OVNEV. AVTEG 01 AEEELS OMEIAOVVTOV OTO TN CUVEKPOPA KOL EV LEPEL OO TNV aPaipeon YiaTi TS Evimbav
mapo TOAD cvvTopec. AéEeig mov BewpovvTay amapaitnTeS OAAL Kol TaV GUYVOTEPEG GTN YPNON ELXAV TIG
peyoarvtepeg mbavotTnTeg Vo Eg@yovy T potpaia ovth téor. [Tapovoidlovron énetta “Oepameies” mov
BonBovoav ™ otabeponoinon Twv anellovpuévev amd e&opavion AéEewv, Ty, N TpdBeon GLUEOVOD.
Emumpdcbetn Epevva yiveton emi ™G LOPPOAOYIKNG KOl GUVTUKTIKNG OUOVVLING [e EVOEXOIEVEG LETABOAEC TOV
Nrav SuvoTOV v TPoEEVNGEL.

[daitepo PLEPOG ALPLEPDVETAL GE TEPOUTEP® TAPAYOVTEG TTOV UTOPOVV VO TPOKAAEGOVV TNV OTOAELN
AeEev OTwG SvoTPOPEPTO POOYYIKE GUUTAEYLOTA, KAIGELG TTOL £Yvay ,,000K0AES™, GUVOYOVILOLEVO CUVMOVLLLO,
TOAVGNLO, YAWGGIKT 0IKOVOUia, LETAPOAES TOV TOMTIGHOV K. . [Tapovcialetal éva oxEd10 TOL GVYYPOUPEN GTO
TA{G10 TOV OO0V 01 “VEKPES™ — oTNV TOPAdOGIOKT SNUOTIKT - apyaieg Ko petayevéstepeg AEEELS OTOV TOL
mphypota dev etvar capn amd v apyn kot xpnlovy d10AelKaveng - VTOTAGCOVTUL OTIG KAVOVIKEG PMVOLOYIKES
Kot KMTIKES OAAAYEG TOV EX0VV ETEADEL LETA TNV KAAGGIKY| TEPT0J0, GUUTEPIAAUPOAVOUEV®Y TOV YVOCTOV
eVOALOKTIKOV eEeAilemv. Kot 6Aa anTd Y10 v SOOUE oV OVTILETOTICAV KATO EVOYANTIKT oponyio 1 GAAEG
evOOYAWGOIKEG atéleles. "Ocov apopd OAES TIG EVIEXOUEVES QUTIEG AEKTIKMV OTOAEWDV TO TPOPAN LA GVVIGTOTAL
670 OTL TO KOAVTEPO AMOTEAEGLLO. TTOV LITOPOVLE VO, TEPIUEVOVLLE GLYVA deV givar Timote GAAO TaPA o
mOovoTNTa. 'V 0wTd 0 sVYYpaéns Ba avalntiosl o€ Kelpeva Kot T Yewypapio S1aAEKTOV TG anodei&elc Tov
amortovvTol yio vo emPefoaiwboiv ot amdyelg tov. Ieptypdpovtar ot kuptoTEPES HEBOSOL AMOKATAGTOONG
AéEewv OV YabNKav.

Amotéhecpa TG Epevvag: pia 0eATIOONKT pe Tapardve omd 20.000 deltio mov mepLEyovv AETTOUEPELES
v TG “vekpég” AEEELS, TIG el LEPOVG OLTIES OMMOAELNG TOVG, EMIOTG TANPOPOPIES YO TN HETAPAOT TOVG TPOG TIG
S1adoyeg AéEelg kKabmG Kot Yo TNV Kotd TOTovg enPimon Toug Kot TEA0G Y TG GLVOTKES TOV I6ME TNV
guvonoav. H dedti00MKkn gival katdAAnin va xpnoiedoel g apetnpia yio T dnpiovpyic Vg LEAAOVTIKOD
“Ae&ivekpotapeion” TV AEEEMV OV 0YPNOTELONKAV KATA TNV 16TOPIo TNG EAANVIKNG YADGGAS. APKETEG
XOPOUKTNPLOTIKEG AMMAELES KOL 1] AV0O0G T®V S1000Y®V LEAETMVTOL O1€£001KE GE DTOCNUELDCELG KoL
mapopTipata. ITapdAinia Tpog v TpdTN cLYKPOTHONKE o deVTEPT SEATIOONKT TOV TEPIAAUPAVEL TOVG
VEOAOYIGLOVG, VEOLG GYTNUOTIGLOVG, KOVOOPYLO LOPPOAOYIKAE, - € UIKPOTEPO BAOILO - GUVTOKTIKE QOVOLLEVO
Kot véeg onpaociec. [Tinoualet emiong ta 20.000 dedtia. O cvyypa@éag apyloe TAPOUOIEG GVALOYES Y10 VEKPEG



KoL O PYOLOUEVEG AEEELS TNG AATIVIKNG, TOV VEOLATIVIKMV YAOCGO®MV, TNG YEPLOVIKNG Kot ayYAIKNG. MikpOTEPES
SEXTI00MKEG KAADTTTOVV TIG VTAPYOVGES OLOVVIIES TNG OUEPIVIG ONUOTIKNG.

SOUTEPACHOL: INYOVIKA oTvxAata Oa Tpénel va BewpnBov aitio yia ToAD TepiocdTEPEG AEEINOYIKEG
OALOYEG OO TOL APy oo TPOG T VEN EAANVIKE o’ OTL TIGTEVETAL YWPIC OUMOG Va apeANOEl 0 oNUAGIOA0YIKOG
mopdyovroc. - Kad” 6An v mapovca epyacio NTov LEANLA TOV GLYYPOQEN VO AVTILETOTIGEL TO BEpa pe o
OVIOG S1EMOTNUOVIKN TPooEyyion. [l 1o Adyo avtd 1 pHeLétn Tepi€yel pia evpeio cHvoyT TApOUOL®Y
ouuPor®V, LepkEG amd TIC omoieg mapovcidlovtal Aemttopepéatepa. To HeEYOADTEPO UEPOG TOVG TPOEPYETOUL OO
TOVG KAGOOVS AATIVIKNG, POUOAVIKNG, YEPHOAVIKNG KOl ayYAIKN G @rloroyiag. "Otav dtatvmmvovtot Bewpieg 1
vrobéoelg (ko PEPara 0 GLYYPAPENS TOV TAPHVTOG EPYOV SNADVEL TNV TPOTIUNOT TOV Y10 OPICUEVES EPYACIES
K0l TPOGEYYIGELS) OEV VILAPYEL AUPPOAI OTL TAGELS KoL SUVALIKES OEV TPAYLATOTOLOVVTOL IUE TEAELN AOYIKN
ave&aipeta Kol 0Tl 6€ TOAAEG TEPMTMOELS TTEPLOpifovTol amd dALeC, avTiBeteg mov dpovv 1o 1510 1GYVPAL.
AvTemiyelpnpaTo Kot ovtifeteg yvoueg Ko MG Kot GNUein TOV TEPUEVOLY cLLNTNON Kot S10AEHKOVOT)
Aappévovtal vToy.

H mapovoa epyacio Tov mapadidetol 6TV EUTIGTOGVUVN TOV AVOYVAGCTY OTOCKONE], {0mMG TEPIGGOTEPO
oo TPONYOVUEVEG TPOCTAOELES, O)L TOGO GTO VO TEPLYPAYEL TIG KUPIOTEPES YAMOGIKEG Kot PLAAGTA AeEIAMOYIKEG
HETABOAEC TOV ETAADAV GTN LETOKAUCOIKT EAANVIKT, Tapd LAAAOV Vo PydAel CUUTEPAGHLOTA OO CLTEG KOl VO,
TIG EpUNVEDCEL KO €ENYNOEL LLE L0l GUVOAKT BEdpNo.

[pénel va {ntRoovpe cuyyvodun Yo Tov 6YKo Tov Se0TEPOV HEPOVG. A MGV ACGOVY 601 TOoV avTimadovv.
"Omo10g d1a0€Tel povo Alyo ypovo Ba TAnpopopnBel tkovoTomTikd Kot amd TV avayvooT Tov TPMTOV LEPOVE.
To devtepo pépog avéNdnke yiati nOera va deiw pe mAn0og cvykekpyéva mopadeiypata 6Tt Kot Pe To1d Tpdmo
Aettovpyel n péBodog kot va epPabive oty 1otopio AéEemv mov oyxediaypaPnoa 6To TpdTo UEPOS. 'ETot
KOAADQTNKE £V ONUOVTIKO TOG0GTO ToV Pacikod Ae&thoyiov Tng apyoias. ['a va Bpickel o avayvmdotng edkola
AEEELG KOl AETTOUEPELEG TOV TOV EVOLAPEPOVV TTaPOTEONKAV S1€£0d1KE EVPETNPLAL.
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