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Language and the Mind                                                        Soyoung Kang


HOMEWORK #2 Nicaraguan Sign Language

(2.5 points for each question)

After reading the article “Children Creating Core properties of Language: Evidence from an emerging Sign Language in Nicaragua”, which you can download from the course website (click the “Syllabus” from the website and find the file named Senghas04.pdf in Schedule), answer the following questions.  Your answers should be typed and printed and should not be copied directly from the article.

1. In this study, researchers were interested in two particular properties of language, regarding whether these can arise naturally even when they are not available in the immediate environment.  Indicate what they are and explain them.

2. Before 1970, when deaf Nicaraguan children and adults had little contact with each other, how did these people communicate with each other, using what?

3. The researchers in the article examined how some motion events are described by deaf signers and non-signers.  Compare the two pictures (A and B) in Figure 1 and explain the differences.  Relate these differences to discreteness and combinatorial property of language.

4. In sum, how are the signs by Nicaraguan sign language different from gestures by Spanish speakers (refer to Figure 2)?

