
Mbololo Taita Tone

Each noun in the language is assigned to a grammatical class (numbered 1-14), indicating
arbitrary gender and plurality, which is signalled by a prefix (which may be ∅ or may be
phonologically opaque). Adjectives agree with their heads, taking a prefix which is generally the
same as the prefix of the noun.

ifu−mu ‘spear’ lu−mbo ‘song’
mise−nge ‘walking sticks’ m �s™−du ‘forest’
m �ka−Ëo ‘vertical stud’ Ïo−ndi ‘sheep’
iåeåo ‘tooth’ iåembe ‘hoe’
masoka ‘axe’ kijiko ‘spoon’
kikoto ‘hand’ lundi ‘rafter’
miri ‘roots’ muzi ‘village’
ituku ‘day’ kiju ‘shadow’
lumi ‘tongue’ mikonu ‘arms’
mori ‘moon’ m �kame ‘sp. tree’
ifu−mu iËaha ‘big spear’ lu−mbo lulac‡a ‘long song’
mise−nge milac‡a ‘long stick m �s™−du m �Ëaha ‘big forest’
m �ka−Ëo m �lac‡a ‘long stud’ Ïo−ndi mbaha ‘big sheep’
iåeåo ™ −Ëaha ‘big tooth’ iåembe ™−Ëaha ‘big hoe’
masoka ma−lac‡a ‘long axes’ kijiko k™−lac‡a ‘long spoon’
kikoto k™−Ëaha ‘big hand’ lundi lu−lac‡a ‘long rafter’
miri m™−lac‡a ‘long roots’ muzi m−Ëaha ‘big village’
ituku− ilac‡a ‘long day’ kiju− kiËaha ‘big shadow’
lum™− lulac‡a ‘long tongue’ mikonu− miËaha ‘big arms’
mor™− m�Ëaha ‘big moon’ m �kame− m�lac‡a ‘tall tree (sp.)’
lulac‡a ‘long (cl. 11)’ milac‡a ‘long (cl. 4)’
m �lac‡a ‘long (cl. 3)’ malac‡a ‘long (cl. 6)’
kilac‡a ‘long (cl. 7)’ ilac‡a ‘long (cl. 5)’
luËaha ‘long (cl. 11)’ miËaha ‘long (cl. 4)’
m �Ëaha ‘long (cl. 3)’ maËaha ‘long (cl. 6)’
kiËaha ‘long (cl. 7)’ iËaha ‘long (cl. 5)’
nga −nga ‘guinea fowl’ nga −nga mbaha ‘big guinea fowl’
saËu−ni ‘soap’ saËu−ni ndac‡a ‘long soap’
kamba ‘rope’ kamba nda−c‡a ‘long rope’
mbaåo ‘savannah’ mbaåo mba−ha ‘big savannah’
mbua ‘nose’ mbua nda−c‡a ‘long nose’
njoåolo ‘rooster’ njoåolo mba−ha ‘big rooster’
c‡oka ‘snake’ c‡oka − ndac‡a ‘long snake’
kos‡i ‘dog’ kos‡™− mbaha ‘big dog’
ngolo ‘heart’ ngolo− mbaha ‘big heart’
nguku ‘chicken’ nguku− ndac‡a ‘tall chicken’
tindi ‘tomato’ tind™− mbaha ‘big tomato’



ifu−mu it™®ni ‘small spear’ lu−mbo lut™®ni ‘small song’
mise−nge mit™®ni ‘small sticks’ m �s™−du m �t™®ni ‘small forest’
iåeåo ™®!t™®ni ‘small tooth’ iåembe ™®!t™®ni ‘small hoe’
masoka ma−!t™®ni ‘small axes’ kijiko k™®!t™®ni ‘small spoon’
ituku− it™®ni ‘small day’ kiju− kit™®ni ‘small shadow’
mor™® m�t™®ni ‘small moon’ m �kame− m�t™®ni ‘small sp. tree’
kamba− !nd™®ni ‘small rope’ mbaåo− !nd™®ni ‘small savannah’
mbua− !nd™®ni ‘small nose’ njoåolo− !nd™®ni ‘small rooster’
c‡oka − !nd™®ni ‘small snake’ kos‡™® !nd™®ni ‘small dog’
ngolo− !nd™®ni ‘small heart’ nguku− !nd™®ni ‘small chicken’


