
Kikuria Tone

The emphasis of this problem is tone alternations. Additional data on segmental alternations can be
found in Ch. 7 in exercise 8. The subscripted numbers on pronouns refers to grammatical noun class.
The following forms are verb infinitives, and tone is predictable.

ugukwa − die ugutwa − pick fruit
ukun†wa − drink ogok¢ −n†a run
ogos¥ −ka poke ogot¢ −ma hit
okoba −ra count okog¢−sa harvest
okoro−ma bite ugusu−ka plait
ukur™®ba block ukuru −ga cook
ogoso −o−ka − respect ogota−a −nga − begin
okob¥ −¥ −c‡a − peck okog¥ −¥ −ga − slaughter
okog¥ −¥ −ta − hold okoho−o−ra − thresh
ugutu−u−n†a − try ugutwa −a −nga − pound
ukuhu−u−ta − blow ukur™®™®nga − fold
ogosa −re −ka‡ be destroyed ogot¢ −r¢ −ka‡ brew
ogot¢ −r¢ −ra‡ be slippery ogota −c‡o−ra‡ tear
ogote −ge −ta‡ be late ogoto−ko−ra‡ dig up
uguc‡e −mo−ka‡ boil ugusu −raanga − praise
ukun†a −haara − injure ukuru−ruuc‡a − buzz
ogota −a −ndo−ka − tear ogota −a −nga −ta − lead
okoba −a −mbe −ra − top okohe −e −to−ka − remember
okore −e −ngo−ra − unfold ukug™®™®ng™®ra − shave
uguc‡a −a −nc‡a −a −rya spread open uguc‡u−u−nc‡u−u−ra crawl away
ukun†a −a −mu−u−ra dismember ogot¢−r¢ −k¢ra − brew for
okog¢ −s¢ −rana − harvest for e.o. ogot¢−r¢¢r¢ −ka be smooth
ukum™®n†oongo−ra crush ukun†a −haare −ka be hurt
ogot¢ −r¢ −k¢ra −na brew for e.o ogote −ge −tera −na be late on e.o
okohe −e −to−ka −na remember e.o. okohe −e −to−ke −ra remember for
okohe −e −to−ke −ra −na remember for e.o ogotu−u−ngu−nu−u−c‡™®rya balance for
ukum™®n†oongo−ra −na crush e.o. ukum™®n†oongo−re −ra crush for
ukum™®n†oongo−re −rana crush for e.o ugusu−raange −ra praise for
ugusu −raange −ra −na praise for e.o ukun†a −a −mu−u−re −rana dismember for e.o.

ogok¢ −n†a −k¥‡ run to ogot¢−ma −h¥‡ hit at
okoba −ra −h¥‡ count at okog¢ −sa −h¥‡ harvest at
ugutu−ka −h¥‡ dig at okog¢ −¢ −c‡a −m¥ − chop in
okog¥ −¥ −ga −h¥ − slaughter at okoh¥ −¥ −ya −h¥ − play at
uguc‡¥ −¥ −ra −k¥ − draw towards ugutwa −a −nga −m¥ − pound in
ukuhu−u−ta −k¥ − blow to ukur™®™®nga −k¥ − fold to
ogot¢ −r¢ −kam¥− brew in ogoto−ko−rah¥ − dig up at
okore −bo−rah¥ − unblock at uguc‡e −mo−kam¥− boil in
ugusu −raanga −h¥ praise at ukun†a −haara −h¥ injure at
ogota −a −nga −ta −h¥ lead at okore −e −ngo−ra −h¥ unfold at



uguc‡u−u−nc‡u−u−ra −h¥ crawl away at ukum™®n†oongo−ra −h¥ crush at
okore −bo−rera −na −h¥ unblock for e.o at ogot¢ −r¢ −k¢ra −na −m¥ brew for e.o in
ogotu−u−ngu−nu−u−c‡™®ryah¥ balance for ugusu−raange −ra −nah¥ praise for e.o at

ukugu−twa pick it3 okoga −n†wa drink it6

okoba −t¢ −ma‡ hit them2 okoba −ba −ra‡ count them2

okogo−g¢ −sa‡ harvest it3 okoba −g¢ −ya‡ persuade them2

okogo−re −ma‡ plow it3 okoba −ro−ma‡ bite them2

ukugu−su −ka‡ plait it3 ukugu−hiin†a − bend it3

okoba −sooka − respect them2 okogo−g¢¢c‡a − chop it3

okoba −g¥¥ga − slaughter them2 okogo−g¥¥ta − hold it3

okoba −reenda − guard them2 ukugu−c‡¥¥ra − draw it3

okoga −t¢ −r¢ka − brew it6 okogo−ta −c‡ora − tear it3

okoba −g¢ −s¢ra − harvest for them2 okogo−to−kora − dig it3

ukumu−su −raa −nga praise her ukumu −n†a −haa −ra injure him
okoba −taanga −ta lead them2 okoba −baambe −ra top for them2

okoba −heeto−ka remember them2 ukumu−giing™®ra shave him2

ukugu−n†aamu−u−ra dismember it3 ukuba −m™®n†oo−ngo−ra crush them2

ogoba −tuungu −nu−uc‡ya balance them2 ogoba −tuungu −nu−uc‡irya balance for them2

okoga −t¢ −r¢k¢ −ra −na brew it6 for e.o okoba −t¢ −mah¥ − hit them2 at
okogo−s¢¢nsa −m¥ winnow it3 in okoga−t¢ −r¢ka −m¥ brew it6 in
ukumu−su −raa −nga −h¥ praise her at ogoba−taanga −ta −k¥ lead them2 to
ukugu−n†aamu−u−ra −m¥ dismember it3 in ukugu−n†aamu−u−re −ram¥ dismember it3 for e.o in
ukuba −m™®n†oo−ngo−rah¥ crush them2 at ukuba −m™®n†oo−ngo−rerah¥ crush for them2 at
ogoba −tuungu −nu−uc‡iryah¥ balance for them2 at okoga −t¢ −r¢k¢ −ra −nah¥ brew it6 for e.o at

The following data illustrate one fact about the Kukuria tone system.

okoo−ga sharpen ugwi™®ta kill
ukw¢¢ −ya sweep ukwee−ba forget
ukwee−ga learn og¥¥ −t¢ −ka‡ be broken apart
ok¥¥ −nd¢ −ka‡ write ok¥¥−r¥ −ka‡ come out
ok¥¥ −y¥ −ka‡ be greedy ukw¢¢ −g¢ −ka‡ be propped up
ukw¢¢ −r¢ −ma‡ swim ukwi™®be −ra‡ steal for
ukwi™®go−ra‡ open ukwi™®he −ka‡ cook
okoo−roora − float ugwi™®tiinda − rely on
ukw¢¢ −ya −h¥‡ sweep at ok¥¥ −nd¢ −kah¥ − write at
ukw¢¢ −r¢ −mam¥ − swim in ukwi™®he −kah¥ − cook at
ukugw™®™®ta − kill it3 ukugw¢ −¢ −ya − sweep it3

ukugwe −e −ga − learn it3 okogo−o−ga − sharpen it3

okog¥ −¥ −nd¢ −ka − write it3 ukumw™®™®be −ra − steal for him
ukugw™®™®go−ra − open it3 ukugw™®™®he −ka − cook it3

ukumw™®™®t™®™®nda rely on her okogo −o−ga −h¥ − sharpen it3 at
okog¥ −¥ −nd¢ −ka −h¥ write it3 at ukumw™®™®t™®™®nda −h¥ rely on her at


