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Chapter 9
Abstractness and Psychological Reality
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1.
Slovak


The focus of this problem is the underlying representation of diphthongs. Discuss the underlying status of diphthongs in Slovak, based on these data. Nouns in Slovak come in three genders, which determines what suffix if any is used in the nominative singular: masculines have no suffix, feminines have -a, and neuters have -o.

A.
There is a process of lengthening which takes place in certain morphological contexts, including the genitive plural and the diminutive.


nom. sg
gen. pl.

lipa
li:p
‘linden tree’


muxa
mu:x
‘fly’


lopata
lopa:t
‘shovel’


sr�na
sr�:n
‘deer’


z‡ena
z‡ien
‘woman’


kazeta
kaziet
‘box’


hora
huor
‘forest’


sirota
siruot
‘orphan’


p£ta
piat
‘heel’


m£ta
miat
‘mint’


kopito
kopi:t
‘hoof’


bruxo
bru:x
‘belly’


blato
bla:t
‘mud’


salto
sa:lt
‘somersault’


embargo
emba:rg
‘embargo’


yabl�ko
yabl�:k
‘apple’


koleso
kolies
‘wheel’


lono
luon
‘lap’


hov£do
hoviad
‘beast’


vla:da
vla:d
‘government’


blu:za
blu:z
‘blouse’


dla:to
dla:t
‘chisel’


vi:no
vi:n
‘vine’


c‡iara
c‡iar
‘line’


hniezdo
hniezd
‘nest’


noun
diminutive

hrad
hra:dok
‘castle’


list
li:stok
‘leaf’


xl�p
xl�:pok
hair’


kvet
kvietok
flower’


hov£do
hoviadok
‘beast’

B.
There is also a shortening rule that applies in certain morphological contexts, including the imperfective of verbs and the comparative of adjectives.


perfective
imperfective

odli:sity
odlisovaty
‘to distinguish’


ku:pity
kupovaty
‘to buy’


ohla:sity
ohlasovaty
‘to announce’


predl�:z‡ity
predl�zovaty
‘to extend’


oblietaty
obletovaty
‘to fly around’


uviazaty
uv£zovaty
‘to bind’


adjective
comparative

bli:ski
blis‡s‡i:
‘near’


u:ski
us‡s‡i:
‘narrow’


kra:tki
krats‡i:
‘short’


bieli
bels‡i:
‘white’


rietki
rets‡i:
‘rare’

C.
There is an alternation in the form of case suffixes which is governed by properties of the stem which precedes


nom. sg.
gen. sg.
nom. pl.
dat. pl.
loc. pl.

mesto
mesta
mesta:
mesta:m
mesta:x
‘town’


blato
blata
blata:
blata:m
blata:x
‘mud’


hov£do
hov£da
hov£da:
hov£da:m
hov£da:x
‘town’


pi:smeno
pi:smena
pi:smena:
pi:smena:m
pi:smena:x
‘letter’


za:meno
za:mena
za:mena:
za:mena:m
za:mena:x
‘pronoun’


dla:to
dla:ta
dla:ta
dla:tam
dla:tax
‘town’


vi:no
vi:na
vi:na
vi:nam
vi:nax
‘wine’


hniezdo
hniezda
hniezda
hniezdam
hniezdax
‘nest’

D.
The rule that explains the alternations in C also explains why a rule motivated by the data in A seems not to have applied.


nom. sg.
gen. pl.

za:hrada
za:hrad
‘garden’


ni:z‡ina
ni:z‡in
‘hollow’


za:toka
za:tok
‘inlet’


pi:smeno
pi:smen
‘letter’


za:meno
za:men
‘pronoun’


liec‡ivo
liec‡iv
‘drug’

E.
Some stems underlyingly end with consonant clusters, and undergo a process of vowel epenthesis that eliminates certain kinds of consonant clusters.


nom. sg
gen. pl.

ikra
ikier
‘roe’
(cf. also ikernati: ‘abounding in roe’)


ihla
ihiel
‘needle’


dogma
dogiem
‘dogma’


sosna
sosien
‘pine tree’


bedro
bedier
‘hip’


radlo
radiel
‘plow’


hradba
hradieb
‘rampart’


doska
dosiek
‘board’


kri:dlo
kri:del
‘wing’


c‡i:slo
c‡i:sel
‘number’


pa:smo
pa:sem
‘zone’


vla:kno
vla:ken
‘fiber’


pla:tno
pla:ten
‘linen’

