
Bakweri tone.

Note that the tone of subject prefixes is changed to H in certain tenses.

nafa−fa I will hit nazoza I will wash
ofa−fa you will hit ozoza you will wash
afa−fa he will hit azoza he will wash
va −fa−fa they will hit va−zoza they will wash
nako−ka I will bite nan¥ng¥ I will follow
va −ko−ka they will bite va −n¥ng¥ they will follow
nak¥ −kiz¢ I will punish nalakiz¢ I will forgive
nat™®nd¢l¢ I will push natamiz¢ I will surprise

naz™®fa−fe I didn’t hit naz™®zoze I didn’t wash
naz™®ko−ke I didn’t bite naz™®n¥nge I didn’t follow
naz™®k¥ −kiz¢ I didn’t punish naz™®lakiz¢ I didn’t forgive
naz™®t™®nd¢l¢ I didn’t push naz™®tamiz¢ I didn’t surprise

na −afa−fa I’m about to hit na −azoza I’m about to wash
na −ako−ka I’m about to bite na −an¥ng¥ I’m about to follow
na −ak¥−kiz¢ I’m about to punish na −alakiz¢ I’m about to forgive
na −at™®nd¢l¢ I’m about to push na −atamiz¢ I’m about to surprise

na −fa−fe I should hit na−zoze I should wash
na −ko−ke I should bite na−n¥nge I should follow
na −k¥ −kiz¢ I should punish na−lakiz¢ I should forgive
na −t™®nd¢l¢ I should push na−tamiz¢ I should surprise

namafa−fa − I hit namazoza− I washed
namako−ka − I bit naman¥ng¥− I followed
namak¥−k™®ze − I punished namalak™®ze − I forgave
namat™®nd¢ −l¢− I pushed namatam™®z¢− I surprised

fa−fa ˆ hit! fikâ pinch!
va −ndaˆ cover! kekâ try!
ko−kaˆ bite! n¥ng¥ˆ follow!
f¥−t¥ˆ snatch! van¢ˆ carry!
fa−taˆ pluck! z¢ngb¢̂ sieve!
ku−mb¢̂ protect! zozâ wash!
k¥ −k™®z‡¢ˆ punish! lak™®z¢̂ forgive!
t™®nd¢ −l¢̂ push! tam™®z¢ˆ surprise!



nazifa−nja − let me not jump nazizoza− let me not wash
naziko−ka − let me not bite nazikeka− let me not try
nazifa−fa − let me not beat nazin¥ng¥− let me not follow
nazit™®nd¢ −l¢− let me not push nazitam™®z¢− let me not surprise
nazik¥−k™®z¢ − let me not punish nazilak™®z¢ − let me not forgive

nafa−nj™ ˆ I have jumped nazoz™ ˆ I have washed
nako −k™̂ I have bitten nakek™ ˆ I have tried
nafa−f™ ˆ I have beaten nan¥ng™ ˆ I have followed
nat™®nd¢ −l¢̂ I have pushed natam™®z¢ˆ I have surprised
nak¥ −k™®z¢ˆ I have punished nalak™®z¢̂ I have forgiven

z™‡nazifa−nja− then I didn’t jump z™‡nazizoza− then I didn’t wash
z™‡naziko−ka − then I didn’t bite z™‡nazikeka− then I didn’t try
z™‡nazifa−fa− then I didn’t beat z™‡nazin¥ng¥− then I didn’t follow
z™‡nazit™®nd¢−l¢ − then I didn’t push z™‡nazitam™®z¢− then I didn’t surprise
z™‡nazik¥−k™®z¢− then I didn’t punish z™‡nazilak™®z¢ − then I didn’t forgive

The following examples provide data illustrating other morphemes which will be relevant later.

va −fa−fa they will hit va−zoza they will wash
namofa−fa I will hit him namozoza I will wash him
nava −fa−fa I will hit them nava−zoza I will wash them
va −k¥ −kiz¢ they will punish va −lakiz¢ they will forgive
namok¥−kiz¢ I will punish him namolakiz¢ I will forgive him
nava −k¥−kiz¢ I will punish them nava−lakiz¢ I will forgive them

naz™®va −fa−fe I didn’t hit them naz™®va −zoze I didn’t wash them
va −z™®fa−fe they didn’t hit va−z™®zoze they didn’t wash
va −z™®k¥ −kiz¢ they didn’t punish va−z™®lakiz¢ they didn’t forgive
nava −k¥−kiz¢ I didn’t punish them naz™®va −lakiz¢ I didn’t forgive them

What rule explains the following alternations?

namamozoza− I washed him namava−!zo−za − I washed them
namamon¥ng¥− I followed him namava−!n¥ −ng¥ − I followed them
namalak™®ze − I forgave him namava−!la −k™®ze − I forgave them
namamotam™®z¢− I surprised him namava−!tam™®z¢− I surprised them

va −fa−nj™̂ they have jumped va −!zo−z™̂ they have washed
va −ko−k™̂ they have bitten va−!ke −k™̂ they have tried
va −fa−f™̂ they have beaten va −!n¥ −ng™ˆ they have followed
va −t™®nd¢ −l¢̂ they have pushed va −!ta−m™®z¢̂ they have surprised
va −k¥ −k™®z¢ˆ they have punished va −!la−k™®z¢ˆ they have forgiven



namozoz™̂ I have washed him nava−!zo−z™̂ I have washed them
namon¥ng™̂ I have followed him nava−!n¥ −ng™̂ I have followed them
namotam™®z¢̂ I have surprised him nava−!ta−m™®z¢ˆ I have surprised them
namolak™®z¢ˆ I have forgiven him nava−!la−k™®z¢̂ I have forgiven them
naz™®fa−f™® I haven’t yet hit naz™®!zo−z™® I haven’t yet washed
naz™®ko−k™® I haven’t yet bitten naz™®!n¥ −ng™® I haven’t yet followed
naz™®k¥ −k™®z¢ − I haven’t yet punished naz™®!la −k™®z¢ − I haven’t yet forgiven
naz™®t™®nd¢ −l¢− I haven’t yet pushed naz™®!ta −m™®z¢ − I haven’t yet surprised

naz™®mozoz™® I haven’t yet washed him naz™®va −!zo−z™® I haven’t yet washed them
naz™®mon¥ng™® I haven’t yet followed him naz™®va −!n¥ −ng™® I haven’t yet followed them
naz™®molak™®z¢− I haven’t yet forgiven him naz™®va −!la −k™®z¢ − I haven’t yet forgiven them
naz™®motam™®z¢ − I haven’t yet surprised him naz™®va −!ta −m™®z¢− I haven’t yet surprised them


