“I think it’s a tiger”: Does prosody help distinguish different uses of belief verbs?
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Belief verbs are pragmatically ambiguous Experiment 1: tunes in isolation Adult participants were asked to rate how certain the
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Lewis et al. 2013 Experiment 2: tunes in context
QUD  (Where is Swiper?) 6 conditions, balancing speaker order
Exp: Dora thinks that Swiper is _ _ _
behind the toy box. 1 | Diane: |Look! There’s a tiger. Betty: |It's a lion.
Child: No —he’s behind the curtain! 2 | Diane: |Look! There's a tiger. Betty: |l think it's a lion.
3 | Diane: |Look! I think it's a tiger? | Betty: |Its a lion. Adult participants were asked who was correct, and
Does prosody help distinguishing these two uses? 4 | Betty: |Look! There's a tiger. Diane: |It's a lion. who was nicer (N = 24; 18 trials, 3 in each condition)
Kurumada ( 201 3) provi des evidence that BT0SO dy helps o 5 | Betty: |Look! There's a tiger. Diane: |l think it's a lion”? o For bare assertions, we expect no preference for
a similar pragmatic contrast: It looks like a ZEBRA (and is) 6 | Betty: [Look!Ithinkits atiger? | Diane: |Its a lion. who is correct or nicer.
vs. It LOOKS like a zebra (but isn’t) : ) *  Where one uses uncertain-belief prosody, we
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