LINGUISTICS 384

LANGUAGE AND COMPUTERS
HOMEWORK 6

Name:

Suppose you type in a search query into a search engine and it returns 35 pages. Of
these 35 pages, only 20 were actually relevant to your query. But it turns out that
there existed a total of 50 pages that were relevant (regardless of what the search

engine returned).

What was the precision?

What was the recall?

(from Jurafsky & Martin, 2000: 828)
Go to http://translate.google.com . Type in an average-length English sen-
tence, and translate it into a language that you're familiar with. If you aren’t famil-
iar with any, a) translate your sentence to either Japanese or Korean, and back to

English, and then b) enroll in a foreign language class for next quarter.!

e What are the problems with the translation?

e Rank these problems in order of severity.

T'm half-joking.


http://translate.google.com

e For the two most severe problems, suggest a probable reason why the ma-

chine translation system is failing here.

Go to http://tashian.com/multibabel and type in another sentence. For added

fun, check the “Include Chinese, Japanese, and Korean” box.

e What are some problems with the translations?

e Which of these problems might human translators get right?

e Which ones might human translators still get wrong?


http://tashian.com/multibabel

