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RESEARCH INTERESTS:

· Sociolinguistic Theory and Methodology - Variation Theory (especially in relation to Caribbean creole situations and African-American English).

· Creole Linguistics, especially Caribbean English-lexicon creoles. African-American English.

· Contact Linguistics. Models of contact-induced change.

· Linguistic Anthropology. Ethnography of speaking. 

· Theories of variation and change: grammaticalization processes.      


· Implications of the Study of Language Variation and Change for Linguistic Theory.

· Applied Linguistics - particularly the educational applications of Sociolinguistic Research in Creole Communities, and the teaching of English as a second or foreign language.

My research interests revolve around two broad areas - Sociolinguistics and Contact Linguistics. 

Within sociolinguistics, my current interests lie in Quantitative approaches to variation, as well as in Linguistic Anthroplogy, specifically the Ethnography of Speaking. I’m especially interested in the kinds of insight that quantitative analysis can provide into the interaction of linguistic and social factors, and the implications of variability for linguistic description. I'm also interested in the application of frameworks from ethnography, social identity theory and communication accommodation theory to the investigation of language variation and change. 

In the area of creole linguistics, my primary interest has been in the grammar of predication, more specifically in core areas such as the verb complex (TMA systems), passivization, complementation, verb serialization, etc.  Through creole linguistics, I have become increasingly interested in the broader field of contact linguistics and in questions related to a typology of contact-induced change, the nature of interaction between linguistic systems in contact, inter-systemic variability in contact situations, and the constraints on contact-induced variability and change. Several of these themes tie in with my interests in quantitative sociolinguistics; hence my research in each area feeds my work in the other.

With regard to the study of African American English and its Caribbean creole cousins, I have long been interested in the linguistic as well as the sociolinguistic aspects of these New Englishes. I’m interested in the social correlates of language use in these communities, as well as in issues of status, ideology and legitimacy related to these and other subordinate languages and dialects.

All of these research interests necessarily involve input from a variety of disciplines, including Anthropology (particularly ethnography of speaking), Sociology (e.g., social network theory, theory of Practice), Social Psychology (especially Communication Accommodation Theory and language ideologies), and of course, History
Education:
King's College, University of London B.A. Honours, Class 1, 1968; University of York,  England,  D. Phil., 1972.

Degrees:       
B.A. Honours, Class I (English) - University of London.                


D. Phil. (Linguistics) - University of York

Teaching and Professional Experience:

Graduate Assistant in Linguistics, University of York, 1968-1972; 

The University of the West Indies, Trinidad. 

Assistant Lecturer, Feb.-Sept. 1972; 

Lecturer (1972-1984); 

Senior Lecturer (1984-1988); 

The Ohio State University,  

Assistant Professor (1988 – 1993); 

Associate Professor (1993 – 1999); 

Professor (1999 – present)

Visiting appointments.

Associate Professor (1979): University of Texas at Austin. 

Lecturer (1982-1983): University of Texas at El Paso.

Visiting professor : Netherlands Summer Institute, University of Utrecht. Summer 1998.

Visiting Professor of Linguistics and the Center for African and African-American Studies, University of Michigan. Autumn 2000

.

Selected Publications:

See link to papers.
Courses I teach:


Language and Culture (undergraduate)


Language and social identity in the US (undergraduate)


Introduction to Linguistics (Graduate/Undergraduate)

     
Languages in Contact (Graduate/Undergraduate)

      
Introduction to Sociolinguistics (Graduate/Undergraduate).


Introduction to African American English (Graduate/Undergraduate)


The sociolinguistics of African-American English.


Introduction to Quantitative Sociolinguistics (Graduate)


Introduction to Pidgin and Creole Linguistics (Graduate)


Seminars in quantitative sociolinguistics (Graduate)


Seminars in morphosyntactic variation (Graduate)


Seminars in Contact Linguistics (Graduate)


Seminars on Creole Syntax (Graduate)


Seminars in Pidgin/Creole Linguistics (Graduate)

Editorship.

Editor, Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages, Sept. 2001 to present. 

Research in progress.

My top priority now is to complete my NSF-funded research project with my co-PI, Bettina Migge. Our goal is to examine the influence of Gbe and Kikongo on the Tense/aspect systems of Sranan Tongo and the Eastern Maroon Creole of Suriname.

We have completed data collection in Benin, including both elicitations and recording of conversations. We have almost completed transcribing and computerizing the tape recordings for purposes of analysis. We plan to create a computerized database that will be available as a resource for future research on Gbe and Suriname.

We visited Suriname in summer 2002 and collected data from Sranan Tongo, Paamaka, Ndjuka and Saamaka. We are now preparing an analysis of the TMA systems of both the Gbe languages and the Surinamese creoles. 

We first presented our preliminary findings at a conference with the title “Transatlantic Sprachbund?”  held in Holland in April 2003. We’ve presented further findings at SPCL, SCL and other conferences.  Part of our report to NSF can be seen under ‘publications.’ We have written two papers so far on our findings, one of which will appear in a special issue of the Journal of Pidgin and Creole languages, devoted to Gbe influence on the Surinamese creoles.
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