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RESEARCH INTERESTS:

· Sociolinguistic Theory and Methodology - Variation Theory (especially in relation to Caribbean creole situations and African-American English).

· Creole Linguistics, especially Caribbean English-lexicon creoles. African-American English.

· Contact Linguistics. Models of contact-induced change.

· Linguistic Anthropology. Ethnography of speaking. 

· Theories of variation and change: grammaticalization processes.      


· Implications of the Study of Language Variation and Change for Linguistic Theory.

· Applied Linguistics - particularly the educational applications of Sociolinguistic Research in Creole Communities, and the teaching of English as a second or foreign language.

My research interests revolve around two broad areas - Sociolinguistics and Contact Linguistics. 

Within the former, my current interests lie in Quantitative approaches to variation, as well as Linguistic Anthroplogy, specifically the Ethnography of Speaking. I’m especially interested in the kinds of insight that quantitative analysis can provide into the interaction of linguistic and social factors, and the implications of variability for linguistic description. I'm also interested in the application of social network models and communication accommodation theory to the investigation of language variation and change. 

My work in variationist sociolinguistics includes: (a) empirically-based studies of variability in African-American English and Carobbean creole continuua; and (b) Examination of issues related to variation theory, for instance the problem of defining variables at different levels of the grammar, the relationship between systems in linguistic continua, and the form of grammars which incorporate variability.

In the area of creole linguistics, my primary interest is in the grammar of predication, more specifically in core areas such as the verb complex (TMA systems), passivization, complementation, verb serialization, etc. 

Through creole linguistics, I have become increasingly interested in the broader field of contact linguistics and in questions related to a typology of contact-induced change, the nature of interaction between linguistic systems in contact, inter-systemic variability in contact situations, and the constraints on contact-induced variability and change. Several of these themes tie in with my interests in quantitative sociolinguistics; hence my research in each area feeds my work in the other.

Education:
King's College, University of London B.A. Honours, Class 1, 1968; University of York,  England,  D. Phil., 1972.

Degrees:       
B.A. Honours, Class I (English) - University of London.                


D. Phil. (Linguistics) - University of York

Teaching and Professional Experience:

Graduate Assistant in Linguistics, University of York, 1968-1972; 

The University of the West Indies, Trinidad. 

Assistant Lecturer, Feb.-Sept. 1972; 

Lecturer (1972-1984); 

Senior Lecturer (1984-1988); 

The Ohio State University,  

Assistant Professor (1988 – 1993); 

Associate Professor (1993 – 1999); 

Professor (1999 – present)

Visiting appointments.

Associate Professor (1979): University of Texas at Austin. 

Lecturer (1982-1983): University of Texas at El Paso.

Visiting professor : Netherlands Summer Institute, University of Utrecht. Summer 1998.

Visiting Professor of Linguistics and the Center for African and African-American Studies, University of Michigan. Autumn 2000

.

Selected Publications:

Books.

Predication in Caribbean English Creole. Creole Language Library Vol. 10, 1993. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 420 pages.

An Introduction to Contact Linguistics. 2002.  Oxford: Blackwell. 442 pages.

Selected recent articles.

1997. "On the origins of African American Vernacular English - A creolist perspective. Part 1: Sociohistorical Background". Diachronica XIV:2, 305-344.

1998. "On the origins of African American Vernacular English - A creolist perspective. Part 2: Linguistic Features." Diachronica XV:1.

2000a. “Tense and Aspect in Sranan and the creole prototype”. In John McWhorter (ed.) Language Change and Language Contact in Pidgins and Creoles. Amsterdam: Benjamins. pp. 383-442.

2000b “Irrealis in Sranan: Mood and modality in a radical creole” Journal of Pidgin and Creole Linguistics 15:1, 63-125.

2001a. “Intermediate creoles and degrees of change in creole formation: the case of Bajan.” In Degrees of restructuring in Creole Languages, ed. By Ingrid Neumann-Holzschuh and Edgar W. Schneider, 215-245. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

2001b. A comparison of tense/aspect systems in Caribbean English Creoles. In Pauline Christie (ed.) Due Respect: Papers on English and English-related creoles in the Caribbean in honour of Professor Robert LePage, 155-183. Kingston, Jamaica: University of the West Indies Press.

2002. Creoles in the context of Contact Linguistics. In Glenn Gilbert (ed.) Pidgin and Creole Linguistics in the twenty-first century, 287-354. New York: Peter Lang.

2003. "Ideologies of language and socially-realistic linguistics" In S. Makoni, G. Smitherman, A. Ball & A. Spears (eds.) Black Linguistics: Language, society, and politics in Africa and the Americas, pp. 21-39. London & NY: Routledge.

Courses I teach:


Language and Culture (undergraduate)


Language and social identity in the US (undergraduate)


Introduction to Linguistics (Graduate/Undergraduate)

     
Languages in Contact (Graduate/Undergraduate)

      
Introduction to Sociolinguistics (Graduate/Undergraduate).


Introduction to African American English (Graduate/Undergraduate)


The sociolinguistics of African-American English.


Introduction to Quantitative Sociolinguistics (Graduate)


Introduction to Pidgin and Creole Linguistics (Graduate)


Seminars in quantitative sociolinguistics (Graduate)


Seminars in morphosyntactic variation (Graduate)


Seminars in Contact Linguistics (Graduate)


Seminars on Creole Syntax (Graduate)


Seminars in Pidgin/Creole Linguistics (Graduate)

Editorship.

Editor, Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages, Sept. 2001 to present. 

Research in progress.

Project 1.

My top priority now is to complete my NSF-funded research project with my co-PI, Bettina Migge. Our goal is to examine the influence of Gbe and Kikongo on the Tense/aspect systems of Sranan Tongo and the Eastern Maroon Creole of Suriname.

We have completed data collection in Benin, including both elicitations and recording of conversations. We have almost completed transcribing and computerizing the tape recordings for purposes of analysis. We plan to create a computerized database that will be available as a resource for future research on Gbe and Suriname.

We visited Suriname in summer 2002 and collected data from Sranan Tongo, Paamaka, Ndjuka and Saamaka. We are now preparing an analysis of the TMA systems of both the Gbe languages and the Surinamese creoles. 

We recently presented our preliminary findings at a conference with the title “Transatlantic Sprachbund?”  held in Holland in April 2003.

The project is on track for completion by the end of the grant period, October 2003.

I have been getting students involved in this research by making the data available to them. This produced some quite interesting papers on various aspects of Sranan Tongo syntax in my Seminar on Creole Formation in the Winter quarter of 2002.

Project 2.

I have begun a research project that involves a comparison of African American English varieties in Columbus and Detroit. The first phase of this will focus on comparison of the tense/aspect systems. 

I have been revising and computerizing the AAE data I tape-recorded several years ago as part of a Summer Research Opportunity Project. 

Stacey Wallen, who was my GRA in summer 2002, has collected and transcribed tape recordings of the speech of a fairly large sample of African Americans in Ft. Lauderdale, which will become part of the database for my AAVE project.

Project 3.

Papers are now being submitted for a volume of the Working Papers in Linguistics devoted to Language Contact. This is being jointly edited by myself, Hope Dawson, Shelome Gooden and Robin Dodsworth. We hope to have the publication ready by the end of Spring quarter, 2003.
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