
Great Moments in the History of Syntax:

The Invention of the Trace (1847)

“But they that fight for freedom, undertake
The noblest cause mankind can have at stake”

(Reproduced from 6th edition (1853) of S. W. Clark A Practical Gram-
mar: in which Words, Phrases, and Sentences are Classified According to
their Offices, and their Relation to Each Other. Illustrated by a Complete
System of Diagrams, New York: A. S. Barnes & Company; first edition was
published in 1847. (Clark’s notation is a (probably the earliest) precedessor
of the Reed-Kellogg system of “sentence diagramming” that has been (and
still is?) used in school grammars since their An Elementary English Gram-
mar was published in 1878.)
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