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JOURNAL OF PIDGIN AND CREOLE LANGUAGES  (JPCL)  
 
The Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages is designed to be part of an international effort to 
bring together scholarly treatments of all aspects of pidgin and creole languages.  Special em-
phasis is laid on the presentation of the results of current research on these languages.                                                                              
 
 
 
1. SUBMISSIONS  
 

a. Contributions are welcome from all countries and should be written in English.  
Authors may submit contributions via attachment to jpcl@ling.ohio-state.edu, or 
by sending a CD to the Editor (address above).  In addition, please send one hard 
copy to the Editor. Book reviews must be submitted to the Associate Editor 
(address above).  All other contributions must be submitted to the Editor. Please 
note that hard copies and CDs cannot be returned. 

 

b. Manuscripts of articles must be accompanied by both a set of keywords 
(maximum 10) and an abstract of 100-200 words. The abstract should be a 
summary of the entire paper, not just the conclusions. The only constraint on the 
length of articles is that they should be no longer than they need be. Authors must 
write concisely, avoiding excessive numbers of examples. 

  

c. Short notes are restricted to a maximum length of 1500 words and need not be 
accompanied by keywords or abstracts. 

 
2. STYLE  
 

All manuscripts should carefully follow the Language style sheet, found at 
  http://www.lsadc.org/language/langstyl.html, except where noted below.  

Manuscripts not conforming to this style will have to be revised by the authors, 
especially with regard to references and notes.  Selected style guidelines are 
provided here. 

 
a. EVERYTHING in the manuscript should be double-spaced (including the titles and 

headings, notes, indented quotations, and references), and margins of 
approximately 1-1/2 inches (3.8 cm) should be left on all four sides of each sheet.  
The text should be typed in 12-point font using Times or Times New Roman 
fonts, preferably in MS Word or Rich Text Format (RTF).  

 
b. When submitting the first draft of your paper to JPCL, please use the insert 

footnote function of your word processor. The footnotes should appear in the text 



of the paper. Please also include all tables, figures, graphics, trees, etc. in the 
body of the paper.  

 
c. When submitting the final draft of your paper, please do NOT embed footnotes 

(i.e. do not use your word processor’s Insert Footnote function). Instead, 
manually type these at the end of the manuscript after the references.  In the 
manuscript, indicate where the footnote should be embedded (e.g. (footnote 1 
here)). Place all tables, figures, graphics, trees, etc. at the end of the paper. 
Centered below each figure, put its number, followed by a brief legend on a 
separate line.  In the body of the manuscript, indicate the proper place for each 
figure, table etc. with a notation of the following sort on its own line: 

 
  INSERT FIGURE X ABOUT HERE  

 
 

d. Transcriptions should, wherever possible, employ the symbols and conventions of 
the International Phonetic Alphabet.  The transcription should be no narrower 
than is necessary, as some symbols and/or diacritics may not be easily transmitted 
electronically. We prefer the use of IPA Kiel phonetic fonts. Alternatively, you 
can use the IPA Doulos 93, which you can download from the Summer Institute 
of Linguistics (SIL).  If you use any other font, please send these to us to ensure 
readability of your manuscript. 

 
e. Drawings, trees, and other illustrations, including photographs, or "plates" 

(though not simple rules, examples, or formulae), must be reproducible originals.  
Both an electronic copy and hard copy must be sent.  Any labels and details 
should be clear and large enough to remain legible after a reduction to half size.  
Graphics and pictures may be submitted electronically in the following formats: 
JPEG, TIFF, and EPS.  Note that printing is in black and white (though the 
electronic edition may show color), so please ensure that graphics are relevant 
without color.  Resolution should be at least 600 dpi.  The dimension of the 
picture or graphic should not exceed the printed area of the page (i.e. should not 
spill into the margins); otherwise, it may have to be reduced, resulting in a loss of 
detail.   

 
  
 
3. PUNCTUATION 
 

a. Use single quotation marks in all cases except quotes within quotes.  Periods, 
commas, colons, and semicolons appear after the second member of a pair of 
quotation marks.  For example: She said ‘Mexican food is my favorite’. 

 
b. When quotations exceed 40 words, they should be indented.  No quotation marks 

are necessary in this case. 
 



c. Do not hyphenate words containing prefixes except to prevent misreadings.  
However, use a hyphen whenever the stem begins with a capital letter (e.g. non-
Dravidian). 

 
d. Ellipses should consist of three close-set periods with a blank space before and 

after. 
 

e. Place a comma before the last member of a series of three or more elements.  Do 
not use a comma after the expressions e.g. and i.e. 

 
4. CITED FORMS 
 

a. Do not underscore numbered examples that are placed on separate lines.  
Examples not in English must be translated.  When necessary, include both a 
word-for-word or morpheme-by-morpheme gloss in addition to a free translation.   
 
When an example is glossed, words in the example should be separated by tabs, 
with each gloss appearing on the next line, aligned to the beginning of the word it 
corresponds to.  Place a hyphen between morphs in the original, and a 
corresponding hyphen in the gloss.  If a single morph in the original corresponds 
to two or more elements in the gloss, separate the latter elements with a period. 
Gloss lexical roots in lowercase roman type.  Gloss persons as 1, 2, 3, 4.  Gloss all 
other grammatical categories in small capitals.  If you abbreviate the names of 
grammatical categories in the gloss, provide the full forms in a footnote. 
 
The free translation occupies a third line below the gloss line. 

   
b. Words cited within the text should be italicized. 

 
c. Use angled brackets to refer to graphemes: the letter <h>. 

 
d. Transliterate or transcribe all forms from languages not normally written with the 

Latin alphabet, including Greek, unless using the original orthography contributes 
to your argument. 

 
e. After the first occurrence of a non-English word or phrase, italicize it and provide 

a gloss in single quotation marks.  No comma is necessary before or after the 
gloss. 

 
5. NUMBERED EXAMPLES AND RULES  
 

a. Each numbered item should occupy a separate indented line with the number in 
parentheses.  Use lowercase letters to refer to group sets of related examples: 
 

(1) a. Salsa is quite desirable. 
b. Guacamole is even better. 



 
b. Within the text, refer to numbered items as (1), (1a), (1a,b), (1a-c). 

 
6. ABBREVIATIONS 
 

a. Abbreviations ending in lower-case letters are followed by a period (e.g. ling.), 
but those ending in a capital letter are not (e.g. US). 

 
b. Names of languages in pre-nominal position may be abbreviated (e.g. Fr. nouns). 

 
c. Use prime notation (S’, N’’) rather than bar notation. 

 
7. CITATIONS IN THE TEXT 
 

a. In-text citations should have the following form: (Rickford 1986:215-216).   
 
b. When the author’s name is part of the text, use the following form: Rickford 

(1986:36) observes… 
 

c. Do not use notes for citations only. 
 

d. Book titles cited in the text are capitalized and italicized.  Article titles are 
italicized and appear within single quotes. 

 
8. REFERENCES 
 

At the end of the manuscript, provide a full, double-spaced bibliography preceded by 
the heading ‘References’, using the following form. 
 
a. Arrange the entries alphabetically by the authors’ last names, with each entry as a 

separate hanging indented paragraph. 
 
b. List multiple works by the same author from earliest to latest. 

 
c. Use lower-case letters to distinguish items published by a single author in a single 

year (e.g. Dawson, Hope (2003a)) 
 

d. If more than one article from a single book is cited, list the book as a separate 
entry under the editor’s name, with cross-references to the book in the entries for 
each article. 

 
e. Do not replace given names (first names) with initials unless the author normally 

uses initials.  Use a middle name or initial only in the author normally does so. 
 

f. Some examples, taken from the Language style sheet but modified slightly, are 
given below to illustrate reference form. 



 
Dorian, Nancy C. (ed.) (1989) Investigating obsolescence. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Hale, Kenneth and Josie White Eagle (1980) A preliminary metrical account of 
Winnebago accent. International Journal of American Linguistics 46.117-32. 
 
Miner, Kenneth (1990) Winnebago accent: The rest of the data. Lawrence: University 
of Kansas, ms. 
 
Poser, William (1984) The phonetics and phonology of tone and intonation in 
Japanese. Cambridge, MA: MIT dissertation. 
 
Prince, Ellen (1991) Relative clauses, resumptive pronouns, and kind-sentences. 
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Linguistic Society of America, Chicago. 
 
Yip, Moira (1991) Coronals, consonant clusters, and the coda condition.  The special 
status of coronals: Internal and external evidence, ed. by Carole Paradis and Jean-
Francois Prunet, 61-78.  San Diego, CA: Academic Press. 
 

9. CORRECTIONS 
 

Authors are asked to check their manuscripts very carefully before submitting 
them in order to avoid delays at the corrections stage.  In addition, authors are asked to 
provide the Editor with both email and surface mail address where proofs can be mailed.  
Authors will be expected to correct proofs and return them to the Editor, by airmail where 
appropriate, within seven days of receipt.  Since corrections in the proof stage are very 
costly, changes by authors involving alteration of the original text may be charged.  
Authors should understand that reference updates, though clearly desirable, are difficult 
to implement at this stage and generally cannot be made. 
 
10. PERMISSIONS 
 

It is the responsibility of the authors to obtain permissions to reprint materials that 
have been previously published.  Permissions are mandatory for prose texts that exceed 
more than 400 words, all poetry, and figures and tables. 
 
11. COPYRIGHTS 
 

Upon acceptance of a contribution, author(s) will be asked to transfer the 
copyright of the article or review to the publisher.  The transfer will ensure the widest 
possible dissemination of information.  
 
12. EDITING 
 



The Editors reserve the right to introduce minor cuts and to amend the phrasing 
and punctuation in all items accepted for publication.  

 
 
13. GUIDELINES FOR REVIEWERS 
 

We will normally invite reviews, but unsolicited reviews may be accepted.  
Reviews should be written in English, and should normally be under 1500 words.  
Unusually long, in-depth reviews are classified as review articles.  The editors reserve the 
right to ask for revisions of reviews, or in rare cases, to decline to print a review 
altogether. Submit a copy as an electronic mail attachment (Microsoft Word format) to 
the Associate Editor, Armin Schwegler, at aschwegl@uci.edu.  The receipt of your 
review will be promptly acknowledged.   
 
 
REVIEW FORMAT  

 
Reviewers’ identification should be placed after the heading of the review, giving the first 
and last name of the reviewer and affiliation.  For example:  
 

Investigating obsolescence:  Studies in language contraction and death.  
Edited by Nancy C. Dorian.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press.  
1989.  Pp. 445.  Cloth $59.50.  [To order electronically, contact 
<100615.1565@compuserve.com> or www.vwb-verlag.com] 

 
Reviewed by Patricia Nichols, San Jose State University 

 

The text of the review follows.  A full bibliography, prepared according to the guidelines 
for manuscripts laid out above, should be included 


